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(57) ABSTRACT

Disclosed herein is an apparatus and a method for control-
ling a headlamp, and more particularly, an apparatus and a
method for controlling a headlamp to perform a flashing
function more efficiently while a vehicle is being driven. The
apparatus includes, a rotating shield including a first shield
protrusion portion which includes a plurality of protrusions
formed in a direction of a rotation axis of a rotatable body
and a second shield protrusion portion disposed on a side of
the first shield protrusion portion; a sensor detecting a light
distribution pattern of a vehicle based on a rotation angle of
the rotating shield; and a rotating unit rotating the rotating
shield at a predetermined angle toward the first or second
shield protrusion portion, which forms the detected light
distribution pattern, in order to perform a flashing function.

15 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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1
APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
CONTROLLING HEADLAMP

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority from Korean Patent
Application No. 10-2011-0124216 filed on Nov. 25, 2011,
the entire contents of which are incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an apparatus and method
for controlling a headlamp, and more particularly, to an
apparatus and method for controlling a headlamp to perform
a flashing function more efficiently while a vehicle is being
driven.

2. Description of the Related Art

A vehicle is equipped with automotive lamps that have a
lighting function and a signaling function, among others.
Moreover, automotive lamps enable a driver of the vehicle
to easily detect objects around and ahead of the vehicle
while driving at night or in a dark area. Automotive lamps
also inform other vehicles and road users of the vehicle’s
driving state.

For example, a headlamp and a fog lamp are designed for
the lighting function, and a direction indicator, a taillight, a
brake light, and a side marker are designed for the signaling
function. Of these lamps, the automotive headlamp performs
the essential function of securing the driver’s field of view
at night by emitting light in the same direction as the driving
direction of the vehicle.

However, with such an automotive headlamp, it may be
difficult to provide an optimal driving environment accord-
ing to driving conditions of a vehicle, such as traveling
speed, road surface, and surrounding brightness. Therefore,
a recent technology proposed an adaptive front lighting
system capable of changing a light distribution pattern
according to driving conditions of a vehicle. The adaptive
front lighting system changes a cut-off pattern of light
emitted from a light source, thereby adaptively changing the
light distribution pattern according to the driving condition.

The adaptive front lighting system may adaptively change
a low-beam light distribution pattern. On some roads, (e.g.,
expressways) the adaptive front lighting system uses a
function for changing a high-beam light distribution pattern.
While driving a vehicle, a user may input a control com-
mand for initiating a flashing function to alert drivers ahead.

FIG. 1 is an exemplary side view illustrating the rotation
direction and operation of a conventional shield for per-
forming a flashing function.

Referring to FIG. 1, a current light distribution pattern of
a headlamp may be a Class-C light distribution pattern and
in order to perform the flashing function, the distribution
pattern may be changed from the Class-C light distribution
pattern to a high-beam (High) light distribution pattern via
various light distribution patterns including a Class-V light
distribution pattern and an anti-dazzle high-beam (DHB)
light distribution pattern.

That is, to perform the flashing function, the current light
distribution pattern determined by the shield rotated in a
certain direction may be changed from the Class-C light
distribution pattern to the high-beam light distribution pat-
tern. Thus, this process requires many changes of light
distribution patterns. In addition, since the shield may be

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

rotated by a very large angle (i.e., 0 to 180 degrees) to
change from the Class-C light distribution pattern to the
high-beam light distribution pattern, it takes long until the
flashing function may be performed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Aspects of the present invention provide an apparatus and
method for controlling a headlamp of a vehicle to perform
a flashing function quickly by detecting a light distribution
pattern of the headlamp and rotating a shield in a direction
in which the shield is rotated by a smaller angle based on the
detected light distribution pattern.

However, aspects of the present invention are not
restricted to the one set forth herein. The above and other
aspects of the present invention will become more apparent
to one of ordinary skill in the art to which the present
invention pertains by referencing the detailed description of
the present invention given below.

According to an aspect of the present invention, an
apparatus for controlling a headlamp is disclosed. The
apparatus includes: a rotating shield including a first shield
protrusion portion which includes a plurality of protrusions
formed in a direction of a rotation axis of a rotatable body
and a second shield protrusion portion disposed on a side of
the first shield protrusion portion; a sensor detecting a light
distribution pattern of a vehicle based on a rotation angle of
the rotating shield; and a controller configured to rotate the
rotating shield at a predetermined angle toward the first or
second shield protrusion portion, which forms the detected
light distribution pattern, to perform a flashing function.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
method of controlling a headlamp is disclosed. The method
includes: detecting, by a sensor, a light distribution pattern
of a vehicle based on a rotation angle of a rotating shield
including a first shield protrusion portion and a second
shield protrusion portion disposed on a side of the first shield
protrusion portion; and rotating, by a controller, the rotating
shield at a predetermined angle toward the first or second
shield protrusion portion, forming the detected light distri-
bution pattern, to perform a flashing function.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, advantages and features of
the present invention will now be more clearly understood
from the following detailed description taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is an exemplary side view illustrating the rotation
direction and operation of a conventional shield for per-
forming a flashing function, according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an exemplary block diagram of an apparatus for
controlling a headlamp, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is an exemplary view of a headlamp, according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is an exemplary side view of the headlamp shown
in FIG. 3, according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 5 is an exemplary view of a rotating shield according
to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is an exemplary diagram showing light distribution
patterns according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;
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FIG. 7 is an exemplary side view of the rotating shield
shown in FIG. 5, according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 8 is an exemplary diagram showing light distribution
patterns formed by a headlamp according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 9 is an exemplary flowchart illustrating a method of
controlling a headlamp according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Advantages and features of the present invention and
methods of accomplishing the same may be understood
more readily by reference to the following detailed descrip-
tion of exemplary embodiments and the accompanying
drawings. The present invention may, however, be embodied
in many different forms and should not be construed as being
limited to the embodiments set forth herein. Rather, these
embodiments are provided for this disclosure to be thorough
and complete and will fully convey the concept of the
invention to those skilled in the art, and the present invention
will only be defined by the appended claims. Like reference
numerals refer to like elements throughout the specification.

In some embodiments, well-known processing processes,
well-known structures and well-known technologies will not
be specifically described in order to avoid ambiguous inter-
pretation of the present invention.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms
as well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will
be further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or
“comprising,” when used in this specification, specify the
presence of stated components, steps, and/or operations, but
do not preclude the presence or addition of one or more other
components, steps, operations, and/or groups thereof. As
used herein, the term “and/or” includes any and all combi-
nations of one or more of the associated listed items.

It is understood that the term “vehicle” or “vehicular” or
other similar term as used herein is inclusive of motor
vehicles in general such as passenger automobiles including
sports utility vehicles (SUV), buses, trucks, various com-
mercial vehicles, watercraft including a variety of boats and
ships, aircraft, and the like, and includes hybrid vehicles,
electric vehicles, combustion, plug-in hybrid electric
vehicles, hydrogen-powered vehicles and other alternative
fuel vehicles (e.g. fuels derived from resources other than
petroleum).

Although the below exemplary embodiments are
described as using a plurality of units to perform the above
process, it is understood that the above processes may also
be performed by a single controller or unit. Additionally, it
is well understood that a single controller or a plurality of
controllers may be utilized to execute each of the above
described units. Accordingly, these units may be embodied
as hardware or software which is executed by a controller or
a processor.

Furthermore, the control logic of the present invention
may be embodied as non-transitory computer readable
media on a computer readable medium containing execut-
able program instructions executed by a processor, control-
ler or the like. Examples of the computer readable mediums
include, but are not limited to, ROM, RAM, compact disc
(CD)-ROMs, magnetic tapes, floppy disks, flash drives,
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smart cards and optical data storage devices. The computer
readable recording medium can also be distributed in net-
work coupled computer systems so that the computer read-
able media is stored and executed in a distributed fashion,
e.g., by a telematics server or a Controller Area Network
(CAN).

Embodiments of the invention are described herein with
reference to perspective, cross-sectional, side, and/or sche-
matic illustrations that are exemplary illustrations of ideal-
ized embodiments of the invention. Moreover, variations
from the shapes of the illustrations as a result, for example,
of manufacturing techniques and/or tolerances, are to be
expected. Thus, embodiments of the invention should not be
construed as limited to the particular shapes of regions
illustrated herein but are to include deviations in shapes that
result, for example, from manufacturing. In the drawings,
each component may be exaggerated or reduced for clarity.

An apparatus and method for controlling a headlamp
according to embodiments of the present invention will now
be described with reference to the attached drawings.

FIG. 2 is an exemplary block diagram of an apparatus 200
for controlling a headlamp according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 2, the headlamp control apparatus 200
according to the current embodiment may include a sensor
210, a controller 240 and a memory block 230.

The sensor 210 detects a current light distribution pattern
based on a rotation angle of a rotating shield. When a user
inputs a flashing control command to initiate a flashing
function, the sensor 210 detects the current light distribution
pattern based on the rotation angle of the rotating shield.
Here, the flashing control command input by the user may
also be input by a flashing control switch (not shown).

In particular, the sensor 210 detects whether the current
light distribution pattern of a vehicle is a light distribution
pattern (i.e., a low-beam light distribution pattern) formed
by a first shield protrusion portion or a light distribution
pattern (i.e., an anti-dazzle high-beam light distribution
pattern) formed by a second shield protrusion portion. In
addition, the sensor 210 may include a hall sensor (not
shown) to detect the rotation angle of the rotating shield.
Based on the detected rotation angle, the sensor 210 may
detect whether the current light distribution pattern is the
anti-dazzle high-beam light distribution pattern or the low-
beam light distribution pattern. For example, if the rotation
angle of the rotating shield is within a predetermined range,
the sensor 210 may detect that the current light distribution
pattern is the anti-dazzle high-beam light distribution pat-
tern. If the rotation angle is not within the predetermined
range, the sensor 210 may detect that the current light
distribution pattern is the low-beam light distribution pat-
tern.

Referring to FIG. 5, a body 131 of a rotating shield 130
includes a region (hereinafter, a first region) on a side thereof
and another region (hereinafter, a second region) on the
other side thereof. The first region forms the low-beam light
distribution pattern using a first shield protrusion portion
132 which includes a plurality of protrusions having a
predetermined cut-off pattern, and the second region forms
the anti-dazzle high-beam light distribution pattern using a
second shield protrusion portion 133. In addition, a portion
of'the body 131 disposed adjacent to the first region is set as
a first flashing region 131a for performing the flashing
function, and a portion of the body 131 disposed adjacent to
the second region is set as a second flashing region 13164.
Therefore, the body 131 of the rotating shield 130 includes
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the first region, the second region, the first flashing region
131a, and the second flashing region 1315.

Here, the flashing function refers to controlling a head-
lamp to flicker for a short time interval to alert drivers ahead.
In other words, the flashing function refers to changing the
headlamp from a light distribution pattern (i.e., the low-
beam light distribution pattern or the anti-dazzle high-beam
light distribution pattern) other than the light-beam light
distribution pattern to a high-beam light distribution pattern
a preset number of times. The flashing function is performed
in response to the flashing control command input by the
flashing control switch. A light distribution pattern for the
flashing function (hereinafter, a flashing light distribution
pattern) is formed lower than the high-beam light distribu-
tion pattern since part of the light is blocked by an edge of
the first shield protrusion portion 132 and an edge of the
second shield protrusion portion 133. That is, an upper part
of the flashing light distribution pattern is blocked by the
first shield protrusion portion 132 and the second shield
protrusion portion 133. Therefore, the flashing light distri-
bution pattern provides only a warning function, without
dazzling drivers ahead as much as the high-beam light
distribution pattern.

To perform the flashing function, the controller 240
rotates the rotating shield at a predetermined angle based on
the sensing result of the sensor 210. Here, the predetermined
angle is a preset arbitrary angle. Referring back to FIG. 5,
when a light distribution pattern detected by the sensor 210
is a light distribution pattern formed by the first shield
protrusion portion 132, the controller 240 rotates the rotating
shield 130 toward the second shield protrusion portion 133
such that the first flashing region 131a set on the other side
of the first shield protrusion portion 132 from the second
shield protrusion portion 133 performs the flashing function.

That is, the controller 240 is configured to rotate the
rotating shield 130, which is rotated based on the current
light distribution pattern, in a direction in which the rotating
shield 130 is rotated by a smaller angle. Thus, the flashing
function may be performed more quickly.

The memory block 230 stores the first region, the second
region, the first flashing region 131a and the second flashing
region 1315 formed in the body 131 of the rotating shield
130.

The controller 240 controls the operations of the steps 210
through 230, constituting the headlamp control apparatus
200.

FIG. 3 is an exemplary view of a headlamp 100 according
to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. FIG.
4 is an exemplary side view of the headlamp 100 shown in
FIG. 3. The headlamp 100 shown in FIGS. 3 and 4 may be
understood as a left or right headlamp of a vehicle.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the headlamp 100 according
to the current embodiment may include an ellipsoidal reflec-
tor 110; a light source 120, disposed near a first focus F1 of
the reflector 110; a rotating shield 130, disposed near a
second focus F2 of the reflector 110 and blocks part of light
emitted from the light source 120 according to a light
distribution pattern; and a lens 140 which projects light
forward of a vehicle.

The light source 120 according to the current embodiment
may be, but is not limited to, a halogen lamp, a high-
intensity discharge, or a light-emitting diode.

FIG. 5 is an exemplary view of a rotating shield 130
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring to FIG. 5, the rotating shield 130 may include
a cylindrical, rotatable body 131; a first shield protrusion
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portion 132, including a plurality of protrusions for chang-
ing to the low-beam light distribution pattern; and a second
shield protrusion portion 133 for changing to the anti-dazzle
high-beam light distribution pattern.

The first shield protrusion portion 132 may form the
low-beam light distribution pattern (such as Class-C, Class-
V, Class-E or Class-W) according to the state of a vehicle.
The protrusions included in the first shield protrusion por-
tion 132 may have a different cut-off pattern (i.e., a different
top surface shape) according to the light distribution pattern.
The low-beam light distribution pattern formed by the first
shield protrusion portion 132 may be included in the first
region described above with reference to FIG. 2.

The second shield protrusion portion 133 may form the
anti-dazzle high-beam light distribution pattern to create a
dark area corresponding to the position or distance of a
vehicle ahead. The second shield protrusion portion 133 may
include a step portion 1334 formed at a predetermined angle
to a direction of a rotation axis of the body 131 to increase
or decrease the dark area for anti-dazzle high beams as the
body 131 rotates. An end of the step portion 133a may be
disposed in a middle of the body 131 and may extend along
a circumference of the body 131 gradually becoming closer
to an end of the body 131. In the current embodiment, when
the end of the step portion 133a is disposed in the middle of
the body 131 may be described as an example. However, this
is merely an example used to help understand the present
invention, and the position of the end of the step portion
133a may be changed. The anti-dazzle high-beam light
distribution pattern formed by the second shield protrusion
portion 133 may be included in the second region described
above with reference to FIG. 2.

A side of the body 131 on which the first shield protrusion
portion 132 or the second shield protrusion portion 133 is
not formed may form the high-beam light distribution pat-
tern. In the current embodiment of the present invention, the
high-beam light distribution pattern may be formed by a
portion of the body 131 where no shield protrusions are
formed. However, the present invention is not limited
thereto. On a surface of the body 131, that forms the
high-beam light distribution pattern, two flashing regions for
performing the flashing function are set. A first flashing
region 131a is set apart from the second shield protrusion
portion 133 and a second flashing region is set at a portion
adjacent to the second shield protrusion portion 133. In
addition, the flashing light distribution pattern formed by the
first flashing region 131a and the second flashing region
1315 may be lower than the high-beam light distribution
pattern since part of light is blocked by an edge of the first
shield protrusion portion 132 and the second shield protru-
sion portion 133. Therefore, since an upper part of the
flashing light distribution pattern is blocked by the first
shield protrusion portion 132 and the second shield protru-
sion portion 133, the flashing light distribution pattern
provides only a warning function without dazzling drivers
ahead as much as the high-beam light distribution pattern.
The Class-C, Class-V, Class-E and Class-W light distribu-
tion patterns and the high-beam light distribution pattern
formed by the rotating shield 130 of FIG. 5 are as shown in
FIG. 6.

Specifically, Class-C is a light distribution pattern suitable
for use when a vehicle is driving on a country road or when
there is no need to apply other light distribution patterns
since the vehicle is not driving in special conditions. Class-V
is a light distribution pattern suitable for vehicles driving in
an environment (e.g., on city roads) in which more than a
certain level of brightness is secured by ambient lighting.
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Class-E is a light distribution pattern suitable for vehicles
driving on expressways or on substantially straight roads.
Class-W is a light distribution pattern suitable for vehicles
driving on wet roads in the rain or similar weather condi-
tions. The high-beam light distribution pattern is a light
distribution pattern suitable for use to secure a long-range
field of view when a distance to a vehicle ahead is more than
a predetermined distance or when there are no vehicles
ahead.

FIG. 7 is an exemplary side view of the rotating shield 130
shown in FIG. 5.

Referring to FIG. 7, the rotating shield 130 includes a first
region in which the first shield protrusion portion 132 for
changing to the low-beam light distribution pattern is
located, a second region in which the second shield protru-
sion portion 133 for changing to the anti-dazzle high-beam
light distribution pattern is located. The first flashing region
131a is set in a portion adjacent to the first region, and the
second flashing region 1315 which is set in a portion
adjacent to the second region.

To perform a flashing function when a user inputs a
flashing control command while driving a vehicle, a sensor
detects whether a current light distribution pattern is a light
distribution pattern (i.e., the low-beam light distribution
pattern) formed by the first shield protrusion portion 132 or
a light distribution pattern (i.e., the anti-dazzle high-beam
light distribution pattern) formed by the second shield
protrusion portion 133. Here, the flashing control command
input by the user may also be input by a flashing control
switch. In FIG. 7, a portion of the rotating shield 130 that
blocks part of light emitted from a light source 120 may be
the first shield protrusion portion 132. That is, the current
light distribution pattern may be the low-beam light distri-
bution pattern.

In other words, since the light distribution pattern deter-
mined based on the rotation angle of the rotating shied 130
may be the low-beam light distribution pattern, a region
corresponding to the current light distribution pattern may
be the first region. Therefore, it may be most effective for the
first flashing region 131a to perform the flashing function.

Accordingly, the rotating shield 130 may be rotated
toward the second shield protrusion portion 133 by a pre-
determined angle, for the first flashing region 131aq, set on
the other side of the first shield protrusion portion 132 from
the second shield protrusion portion 133, to perform the
flashing function. Since the rotating shield 130 changes from
the low-beam light distribution pattern directly to the flash-
ing light distribution pattern, it may perform the flashing
function substantially faster than conventional flashing func-
tion methods.

When a portion of the rotating shield 130 that blocks part
of light emitted from the light source 120 is the second
shield protrusion portion 133 (that is, when the current light
distribution pattern is the anti-dazzle high-beam light dis-
tribution pattern), the rotating shield 130 may be rotated
toward the first shield protrusion portion 132 by a predeter-
mined angle. Accordingly, the second flashing region 1314
set on the other side of the second shield protrusion portion
133 from the first shield protrusion portion 132 may perform
the flashing function. That is, since the rotating shield 130
rotated based on the current light distribution pattern may be
rotated in the direction in which the rotating shield 130 is
rotated by a smaller angle, the flashing function may be
performed substantially faster than conventional flashing
function methods.
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FIG. 8 is an exemplary diagram illustrating light distri-
bution patterns formed by a headlamp according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 8, the flashing light distribution pattern
may be formed lower than the high-beam light distribution
pattern since part of light is blocked by an edge of the first
shield protrusion portion 132 and the second shield protru-
sion portion 133. To form the flashing light distribution
pattern, the rotating unit 220 rotates the rotating shield 130
at a predetermined angle such that part of light is blocked by
an edge of the first shield protrusion portion 132 and the
second shield protrusion portion 133. Here, “L” and “R”
respectively indicate unit lengths in left and right directions,
and “U” and “D” respectively indicate unit lengths in
upward and downward directions. For example, when L and
R are 10 cm, 5 L indicates a distance of 50 cm to the left, and
10 R indicates a distance of 100 cm to the right. In addition,
when U and D are 5 cm, 5 U indicates a distance of 25 cm
in the upward direction, and 10 D indicates a distance of 50
cm in the downward direction. The flashing light distribution
pattern provides only a warning function without dazzling
drivers ahead as much as the high-beam light distribution
pattern.

FIG. 9 is an exemplary flowchart illustrating a method of
controlling a headlamp according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 9, to perform a flashing function (opera-
tion S810) when a user inputs a flashing control command
while driving a vehicle, a sensor 210 detects a current light
distribution pattern based on a rotation angle of a rotating
shield 130. Here, the flashing control command input by the
user may also be input by a flashing control switch. To
perform the flashing function, a controller 240 rotates the
rotating shield 130 at a predetermined angle based on the
sensing result of the sensor 210 (operation S820).

That is, the sensor 210 detects whether the current light
distribution pattern is a light distribution pattern (i.e., a
low-beam light distribution pattern) formed by a first shield
protrusion portion 132 or a light distribution pattern (i.e., an
anti-dazzle high-beam light distribution pattern) formed by
a second shield protrusion portion 133 based on the rotation
angle of the rotating shield 130. Then, the controller 240
determines whether a region corresponding to the current
light distribution pattern is adjacent to a first flashing region
131a or a second flashing region 1315 based on the sensing
result of the sensor 210 and rotates the rotating shield 130
such that the first or second flash region 131a or 13156
performs the flashing function.

For example, when the light distribution pattern detected
by the sensor 210 is the light distribution pattern formed by
the first shield protrusion portion 132, the controller 240
rotates the rotating shield 130 toward the second shield
protrusion portion 133 such that the first flashing region
131a, set on the other side of the first shield protrusion
portion 132 from the second shield protrusion portion, 133
performs the flashing function. Therefore, the first flashing
region 131a may perform the flashing function (operation
S830).

That is, since the rotating shield 130, rotated based on the
current light distribution pattern, is rotated in a direction in
which the rotating shield 130 is rotated by a smaller angle,
the flashing function may be performed substantially faster
than conventional flashing function methods.

An apparatus and method for controlling a headlamp
according to the present invention provide at least one of the
following advantages.
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A light distribution pattern of a vehicle headlamp may be
detected, and a shield may be rotated by a predetermined
angle in a direction in which the shield is rotated by a smaller
angle based on the detected light distribution pattern. There-
fore, a flashing function may be performed substantially
faster than conventional flashing function methods. In addi-
tion, since the shield may rotated by a small angle to perform
the flashing function, unnecessary changes of light distribu-
tion patterns may be reduced.

However, the effects of the present invention are not
restricted to the one set forth herein. The above and other
effects of the present invention will become more apparent
to those skilled in the art to which the present invention
pertains by referencing the claims.

While the present invention has been particularly shown
and described with reference to exemplary embodiments
thereof, it will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the
art that various modifications, additions and substitutions are
possible without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present invention as disclosed in the accompanying claims.
The exemplary embodiments should be considered in a
descriptive sense only and not for purposes of limitation.
The scope of the present invention is defined by the accom-
panying claims, rather than by the above-described detailed
description. The meanings and scope of the claims, and all
modifications or modified shapes, which are derived from
equivalent concepts thereof, should be understood as being
included in the scope of the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for controlling a headlamp, the apparatus
comprising:

a rotating shield including a first shield protrusion portion,
including a plurality of protrusions formed in a direc-
tion of a rotation axis of a rotatable body and a second
shield protrusion portion disposed on a side of the first
shield protrusion portion;

a sensor detecting a rotation angle of the rotating shield
and a light distribution pattern of a vehicle based on the
rotation angle of the rotating shield; and

a controller rotating the rotating shield around a central
axis of a first angle toward the first shield protrusion
portion or around a central axis of a second angle
toward the second shield protrusion portion based on
the sensor detections, outputting the detected light
distribution pattern to perform a flashing pattern,

wherein the rotating shield comprises one or more flash-
ing regions for performing the flashing pattern, and
each of the flashing regions is formed in a portion
adjacent to the first shield protrusion portion or the
second shield protrusion portion, and

wherein the rotating shield rotates around the central axis
in a direction of one of the flashing regions toward
which the rotating shield is rotated by the smaller angle
of the first and second angles and a portion of the light
distribution pattern is blocked by an edge of the first
shield protrusion portion or an edge of the second
shield protrusion.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first shield
protrusion portion comprises a cut-off pattern selected from
a group consisting ofi Class-C, Class-E, Class-V and
Class-W light distribution patterns, and the second shield
protrusion portion comprises an anti-dazzle high-beam light
distribution pattern.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein a light distribution
pattern for the flashing pattern is formed lower than a
high-beam light distribution pattern.
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4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the flashing pattern
is performed by a flashing control switch.
5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the rotation angle
determines whether the light distribution pattern is formed
by the first shield protrusion or the second shield protrusion.
6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the light distribution
pattern is formed by the first shield protrusion, the shield is
rotated toward the second shield protrusion having the
flashing pattern adjacent to the first shield protrusion.
7. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the light distribution
pattern is formed by the second shield protrusion, the shield
is rotated toward the first shield protrusion having the
flashing pattern adjacent to the second shield protrusion.
8. A method of controlling a headlamp, the method
comprising:
detecting, by a sensor, a rotation angle of a rotating shield,
including a first shield protrusion portion and a second
shield protrusion portion disposed on a side of the first
shield protrusion portion and a light distribution pattern
of a vehicle based on the rotation angle of the rotating
shield; and
rotating, by a controller, the rotating shield around a
central axis of a first angle toward the first shield
protrusion portion or around a central axis of a second
angle toward the second shield protrusion portion based
on the sensor detections, outputting the detected light
distribution pattern, to perform a flashing pattern,

wherein the rotating shield comprises one or more flash-
ing regions for performing the flashing pattern, and
each of the flashing regions is formed in a portion
adjacent to the first shield protrusion portion or the
second shield protrusion portion, and

wherein for the flashing pattern, the rotating shield is

rotated by the controller, in a direction of one of the
flashing regions toward which the rotating shield is
rotated around the central axis by the smaller angle of
the first and second angles and a portion of the light
distribution pattern is blocked by an edge of the first
shield protrusion portion or an edge of the second
shield protrusion portion.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the first shield pro-
trusion portion comprises a cut-off pattern selected from a
group consisting of one or more of: Class-C, Class-E,
Class-V and Class-W light distribution patterns, and the
second shield protrusion portion comprises an anti-dazzle
high-beam light distribution pattern.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein the flashing pattern is
performed by a flashing control switch.

11. The method of claim 8, wherein a light distribution
pattern for the flashing pattern is formed lower than a
high-beam light distribution pattern.

12. The method of claim 8, determining by the sensor if
the rotation angle forms the light distribution pattern by the
first shield protrusion or the second shield protrusion.

13. The method of claim 12, forming by the first shield
protrusion the light distribution pattern, and rotating the
shield toward the second shield protrusion having the flash-
ing pattern adjacent to the first shield protrusion.

14. The method of claim 12, forming by the second shield
protrusion the light distribution pattern, and rotating the
shield toward the first shield protrusion having the flashing
pattern adjacent to the second shield protrusion.

15. An apparatus for controlling a headlamp, the appara-
tus comprising:

a rotating shield including a first shield protrusion portion,

including a plurality of protrusions formed in a direc-
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tion of a rotation axis of a rotatable body and a second
shield protrusion portion disposed on a side of the first
shield protrusion portion;

a sensor detecting a rotation angle of the rotating shield
and a light distribution pattern of a vehicle based on the
rotation angle of the rotating shield; and

a controller rotating the rotating shield around a central
axis of a first angle toward the first shield protrusion
portion or around a central axis of a second angle
toward the second shield protrusion portion based on
the sensor detections, outputting the detected light
distribution pattern to perform a flashing pattern,

wherein the rotating shield comprises one or more flash-
ing regions for performing the flashing pattern, and
each of the flashing regions is formed in a portion
adjacent to the first shield protrusion portion or the
second shield protrusion portion,

wherein, the flashing pattern includes a high-beam light
distribution pattern or a lower than the high-beam light
distribution pattern, and

wherein, the rotating shield rotates around the central axis
in a direction of one of the flashing regions toward
which the rotating shield is rotated by the smaller angle
of the first and second angles and a portion of the light
distribution pattern is blocked by an edge of the first
shield protrusion portion or an edge of the second
shield protrusion portion.

#* #* #* #* #*
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